Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

September 14 and 15, 2025

The Found Are Left; the Lost Are Found



198 Westridge Avenue, Burlington, Wisconsin
262-763-8229 | stjohnsburlington.org

St. John’sLutheran = Pastor Kirk Lahmann | Pastor Kenneth Rodrigue
CHURCH & SCHOOL

Welcome to Worship

Thank you for joining us for worship today! We are honored that you are with us. We pray that
the Word of God you hear will strengthen your faith and increase your love for the Lord! Please
fill out a “Welcome to Worship” card (found in the hymnal racks) and place it in an offering
plate, located near the sanctuary doors, as you leave worship. If you are a guest, know that we
are thankful you have joined us and hope that you will join us again soon.

Prepare for Worship

To prepare for worship, read through the service focus and the Scripture readings. Ponder the
words of the Psalm of the Day. Spend time in prayer, using the prayers on the inside cover of
the hymnal or on pages 255-258. For those intending to receive the Lord’s Supper, read through
the “Christian Questions” on pages 295-296. Consider reading through portions of the Small
Catechism on pages 286-293.

Today’s Focus for Worship — The Found Are Left; the Lost Are Found

“He’s lost.” We use that term not only to refer to someone who is bewildered about where they
are but also to refer to someone who is in a helpless, hopeless state. Mankind’s natural state is
one of complete spiritual helplessness, a profound lostness. Jesus’ wounding words this week
teach that wandering around spiritually lost puts you in the worst place of all. Fortunately,
Jesus does not leave us in our lostness. He relentlessly seeks us. He involves the rest of the
Christian community in seeking the lost and rejoicing over the found.

Serving at Worship

Presiding Minister: Pastor Kenneth Rodrigue
Preacher: Pastor Kirk Lahmann
Accompanist: Vicki Jensen
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Service of Word and Sacrament
Christian Worship 1993

Opening Hymn Jesus Sinners Does Receive | 654:1-5
Please stand to sing stanza five.

Invocation 2 Corinthians 13:14

The grace of our Lord -} Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you.
And also with you.

Confession and Absolution Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 32:5; Luke 18:13

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a
sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son - and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie Matthew 15:22; 17:15; Mark 10:47

For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear
our prayer, O Lord.

n 4
/H

4 % | i ———— I
B

o —_—

C: Lord, have mer - cy.

For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to
stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.
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For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their
worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.
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Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your tender
care:
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The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
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O Lord, Our Lord

Refrain

Psalm 8:1; Romans 8:32; John 1:14; Psalm 24:7-10
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O Lord, our Lord,

how glo-rious is your name in all the earth.
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with your love.  You take a-way our sin;  you com-fort our spir-it;
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on - ly Son,

but gave him up for us all.

O Lord, our Lord,
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God, e - ter-nal Word of the Fa - ther,

you came to live with us;
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you made your Fa -ther known; you washed us from our sins in
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your own blood. You are the King of glo-ry; you are the Lord!
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O Lord, our Lord,

how glo-rious is your name in all the earth.



Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Lord, we pray that your mercy and grace may always go before and follow after us that, loving
you with undivided hearts, we may be ready for every good and useful work; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
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C: A - men.

Be seated

First Reading 2 Corinthians 2:5-11

sIf anyone has caused grief, he has not so much grieved me as he has grieved all of you to
some extent—not to put it too severely. éThe punishment inflicted on him by the majority is
sufficient. ’7Now instead, you ought to forgive and comfort him, so that he will not be
overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8I urge you, therefore, to reaffirm your love for him.
sAnother reason I wrote you was to see if you would stand the test and be obedient in
everything. 1°Anyone you forgive, I also forgive. And what I have forgiven—if there was
anything to forgive—I have forgiven in the sight of Christ for your sake, 1in order that Satan
might not outwit us. For we are not unaware of his schemes.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day Be Merciful, O Lord | 51-A

Stand



Gospel Luke 15:1-10

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2But the
Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with
them.”

3Then Jesus told them this parable: 4“Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses
one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep
until he finds it? sAnd when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders éand goes home.
Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my
lost sheep.’ 71 tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.

8“Qr suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she light a lamp, sweep
the house and search carefully until she finds it? 9”And when she finds it, she calls her friends
and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; [ have found my lost coin.’ °In the same
way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who
repents.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Be seated

Hymn of the Day Amazing Grace | 576

Sermon Luke 15:1-10
The Sought and Found Now Seek and Find

Stand



Nicene Creed Credo Matthew 16:15; Luke 12:8; 2 Corinthians 4:13

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
Virgin Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church

Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we receive from
your hand: the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, the joy of life and the
pleasure of friendship, the good of work and the gift of rest, the privilege to share happiness
and sorrow with one another. Above all we praise and thank you for your saving Word and for
your Son’s body and blood, which you give us to eat and to drink in the sacrament. Through
these means of grace, you send the Holy Spirit into our hearts and unite us to Jesus and to the
whole Christian Church on earth.

Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our love for
one another.



Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, lose courage,
and grow careless in our watchfulness. The times and days are perilous. Give us strength to
face the evils of each day with fresh confidence. Open our lips to speak of your grace, and move
us to use the gifts that you give us to share your Word of salvation with all people. Protect and
prosper the family, the school, the government, and all good institutions that you have
established for the benefit of society. Remember in mercy those who are sick and suffering, and
bring your healing to troubled homes and lives.

Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer

Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to overcome all
things through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Offering 2 Corinthians 9:7
Offerings given in thanks to the Lord are brought to the Lord's altar. We ask all worshipers to fill

out a “Welcome to Worship” card (found in the hymnal racks) and place it in the offering plates at
the sanctuary doors following the service.




The Sacrament

Stand
Preface
The Lord be with you.
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C: And al - so with you.

Lift up your hearts.
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C: We lift them up

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

to the Lord.

2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136:1
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen
us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God
and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and

thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever:
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Holy, Holy, Holy Sanctus

Isaiah 6:3; Psalm 118:28, 21

n i
— : | I
| | > > |
O - e
C: Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly is the Lord of hosts
[a) p— !
A=
e = — —
The whole earth is full of your glo - ry
f— - — ‘ —t I
IR S T N I B S S N I |
A\SV.) = | I 1 [ | [ | b
1 —— T T |
You are my God, and I will ex - alt you.
[a) — ] ,
1 y I [ | |
'\v!\ I = oo ‘ | — e
I will give you thanks, for you have be-come my sal-
pa— i ——— T R
QeSS = —=————-——
va - tion. Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho-ly is the Lord of hosts.
y e e e B
- — \ = J—“—J o O
‘ / ! |
The whole earth is full of your glo - ry.

Lord’s Prayer Pater Noster

Matthew 6:9-13

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever

and ever. Amen.
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Words of Institution Verba

Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 4 body, which
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is
my - blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

men.

O Christ, Lamb of God Agnus Dei
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Be seated

Holy Communion Distribution
St. John’s Lutheran Church practices Close Comm

union. We ask that only members of St. John’s, or

members of a church in fellowship with St. John’s, come forward for Communion. Our pastoral staff

would be happy to set up a time to discuss this, a

Distribution Hymns (Sunday)

nd any teaching of Scripture, with you.

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing | 708
Come, O Come, Life-Giving Spirit | 588
Just As | Am, without One Plea | 814

Stand
Thank the Lord Psalm 7:17; 105:1; 118:15; Jeremiah 15:16; Isaiah 55:12
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Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tel

1 ev-ry-one what he has done.

— i . T i

| | —— _l'—‘_“_'l—d‘_dl_‘l—di—

D)} [ — f
Let all who seek the Lord re - joice

0 . .

and proud-ly bear his name.

\
N I
T

M) ' ' ' |

He re-news his prom-is - es and leads his peo-ple forth in joy with

0 , .
7

L

:

SV | | | I [ |
D))

shouts of thanks-giv - ing. Al-1le - lu -

SN——
ial Al-le-lu - ia!

13



Closing Collect

Lord of all compassion, you seek the lost and rejoice when they are found. Give us diligence to
seek those who stray and give us joy when they return to you; through your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Blessing Aaronic Benediction Numbers 6:24-26

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and -~ give you peace.
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Closing Hymn Jesus Sinners Does Receive | 654:6-7
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him I cleave: Je - sus sin - ners does re - ceive.

Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671-1756, abr.; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstadtisches Gesang-Buch, Darmstadt, 1699
Text and tune: Public domain

HAVE MERCY ON ME

GO

Love
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